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Featuring 18 leading figures of contemporary Czech art, the exhibition aims to examine the 

phenomenon of beauty and inquire into its origins, its source as it emerges in the strength of the 

artistic vision. The artists included have given their personal visions material form through painting, 

objects, photographs, design, digital animation, and many other means. 
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The Origin of Beauty, the Power of Vision  

 

“Impression” is a thematic exhibit of selected contemporary Czech artists, in which the 

curatorial intent is focussed on the phenomenon of beauty and the inquiry into its origins, into 

the source found in the strong vision, the strong picture. Hence its subtitle origin of beauty – 

strength of vision. And it is the pictures and their own strength, regardless of verbal 

expression, that forms the impression in which the viewer undergoes an intensive, purely 

visual experience.  

 

For participation in the exhibit, invitations were extended to 18 artistic personalities who, in 

their work, draw upon the phenomenon of beauty and at the same time form a highly personal 

form of vision, of strong visual images, and do not restrict their artwork to a single method of 

expression but assume many possible forms. Media represented include painting, drawing, 

photography, sculpture, objects, design, even digital animation. This approach ensues from a 

reflection of the factual obliteration of boundaries between individual techniques of visual 

expression. For this reason, likewise, we have preferred to employ the term “independent 

visual arts” in contrast to the traditional definitions of the fine arts, since the concept better 

corresponds to the diverse spectrum of actual artistic creation, which today is far wider than it 

has ever been in the past.  

 

 

What is important, in essence, is not how it is said, but what is said. The vital question is the 

conviction of the communication, the strength of the vision, independent of what means are 

used to bring it into material form. In other words, what interests us is the inner pith of visual 

communication. And as long as the communication is fascinating and strong, it is then 

capable of spontaneously capturing the attention of others and giving them the chance to 

undergo a strong emotional impression – a sense of experience, wonder, euphoria. The 

selection of artwork on display in the Rudolfinium Gallery takes as its focus visual art that 

communicates its message through compelling images and provides a sense of something 

beyond the individual human subject, beyond the routine of common reality. Decisive as the 

criterion for selection is the strength of expression of a personal and unique vision, of a 

personal world full of awe-inducing images, ones that do not need words to be apprehended 

and lived.  

 

In other words, the theme is two abstract phenomena – beauty and vision. Beautiful visions 

that cultivate the internal world of both artist and viewer. And moreover, the exhibition 

equally expresses its trust in the transformative force of independent artistic expression, as 

well as its potential to inspire and cultivate. Strong, vivid artwork in particular grants its 

viewers a natural measurement of their values through its own quality.  

 

As a whole, the exhibit takes as its goal the discovery of fresh coherences, the search for 

unforced visions, the attempt to transcend genres and accepted categories, and the 

juxtaposition of the work of individual artists such that the spaces of the Rudolfinium Gallery 

create a symbolic and surprising constellation.  

 

And just as the exhibit contains a wide spectrum of methods of visual expression, it is equally 

intended for viewers of all generations: not only adults, but children as well. For it is precisely 

the directness, the openness of a child's ability to take in impressons is what we should try to 

retain even in our mature years; it is a treasure that we so willingly relinquish yet can never 



regain. And for this reason as well, the invitation contains a portrait of a child fully under the 

influence of an actual, concrete visual impresson. 

 

The central part of the exhibition is formed by a planned grouping of two-dimentional, three-

dimensional and virtual images, assembled in the labyrinthine space of the Rudolfinium 

Gallery to stress their relations and their contrasts. A set of spatial relations surrounded by the 

cross-sections of canvases, photographs, drawings - windows opened to further worlds. 

Eighteen methods of seeing, eighteen types of visual images "playing" in the exhibition halls 

under the hand of a virtual DJ to form the ensuing visual composition - Impressions. 

 

Simona Vladíková  

Exhibition curator  

 



Exhibition curator  

Simona Vladíková 
 

 
A graduate of the Faculty of Arts of Palacký University in Olomouc, she received her degree in the 

theory and history of art with a master's thesis on the Jindřich Chalupecký Prize; she commenced her 

PhD studies in the same department in 2002. Since 1995, she has published numerous articles in the 

journals Ateliér, Umělec, Detail, Architekt and Cour d´honneur , primarily on theoretical questions of 

contemporary art, as well as a number of texts for independent exhibition catalogues. In addition to her 

work as an expert consultant and project manager, she has undertaken several curatorial assignments 

and the concept creation of solo as well as groups shows of contemporary artwork, e.g .: Šejk/Shake, 

Galerie Václava Špály, Prague (1998), Čistá krása/Pure beauty, Galerie kritiků, Palác Adria, Prague 

(2004).  
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Regular admission 100 Kč 

Discounted admission 50 Kč 

senior citizens 

students 

disability pension cardholders 

GO25, ISIC , ITIC cardholders 

Free admission 

children under the age of 15, handicapped visitor s with assistants, journalists 

AICA, ICOM cardholders 

Special Offer 

Double-entry ticket 150 Kč 

Admissions desk open daily except Mondays from10.00 to 17.30. (information T 227 059 309 

or E pokladna@rudolfinum.org) 

 


