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The Image as a Multidirectional Deconstruction of the Whole 
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6 ways to dramatize an image 
6 methods of the a multidirectional deconstruction of the whole that is constantly falling apart 
6 ways to expressively defragment an image 
 
Exhibition curator: Petr Vaňous 
 
The Butterfly Effect? is a representative selection of the works of six painters from the past three 
generations, who in their creations attempt to capture the milestones of contemporary social and 
cultural development. Through a unifying medium, which is an image, Vladimír Véla, Adam Štěch, 
Lubomír Typlt, Martin Gerboc, Daniel Pitín and Jiří Petrbok interpret these milestones and reflect by a 
variety of approaches. From a desire for common “interspace”, through finding a new format for a 
story, to a critical reading of an image, and finally, by the initialization of the topics of the mirroring 
of planes that are determined by “reality” itself. 
Following the exhibition of British paintings, Beyond Reality / British Painting Today, Galerie 
Rudolfinum brings its audience another interesting perspective on “reality” and its reflection in the 
contemporary world. 
 
 “Six author-based, conceptually different approaches to an image open up the fundamental 
question of what the current possibilities of painterly reflection are in today’s day and age in the 
context of the space in which we live - a period which carries within itself a variety of cultural 
impulses, traces and layers whose origin cannot be easily identified. A period for which the 
disappearing act of any sort of unity, subliminally perceived as a common security, is also 
symptomatic,” says exhibition curator Petr Vaňous.  
 
For each of the authors, the uncertainty of the unknown is expressed in disturbing subjects, in the 
layering of time planes, the disintegration of chronological thinking or deformation of themes of 
everyday life. Using internal content of the archetypal memory, Jiří Petrbok (1962) captures an 
identity that is timeless. Through recycling and paraphrasing of the chapters of history of art and 
culture, he returns the contents of past art that passes across time. He quotes and transforms works 
to the extent that leads to a certain disembodiment, spiritual reduction and the possibility to create 
an entirely new form of painting. Lubomír Typlt (1975) expresses the desire to disconnect from 
chronological perception of events – he creates within a sort of “interspace” relationship 
constellations between figures. He often multiplies his characters, which helps him to break down 
the story. The theme of multiplication then leads to the idea of reading a story with mock 
prototypes. Martin Gerboc (1971) uses the image as a critical tool in whose works can be found the 
poetic and philosophical quotes of Baudelaire, Artaud, Foucault and Barthes. Flowers of Evil and 
other obscure messages come to life in the harsh decadent theatre of today. Vladimír Véla (1980) 
returns to the initial act of painting and brings to life its inner strength. He uses a simple form of 
painting to distinguish the power of the motive. Daniel Pitín (1977) captures in his paintings the 
blending of film aesthetics and classic painting in the world of contemporary painting. He reflects  



 
 
how much a painting is able to impress at one moment when compared to movie scenes. Pitín 
embarks on a new formatting of stories – or rather storyboards. He strives to ensure that painting  
 
builds an image-based space that cannot be classified by time. Adam Štech (1980) deals with 
transforming art history. He uses parts of historical works to create a completely new context, all 
whilst ironically defining the nostalgia and pathos. 
The curator of the exhibition utilizes the concept of the so-called Butterfly Effect as a metaphor to 
illustrate how seemingly unrelated and irrelevant facts influence the development of other events, in 
this case, the events in the Czech art scene. The butterfly effect expresses the sensitive dependence 
of the development of the system on initial conditions, whose small changes can result in large 
variations in the long run. Even something so small as the flutter of a butterfly's wing can ultimately 
cause a typhoon. 
 
The Galerie Rudolfinum Lecture Department has prepared a series of accompanying programs for the 
exhibition, which offer the testimonies of artists, videos from group Last Days of Jesus or WWW, 
discussions and guided tours with the curator. 
 
A catalogue will be issued for the exhibition containing the essay of exhibition curator Petr Vaňous, 
interviews with artists, and an extensive image section.  
 
 
Participating artists: 
Vladimír Véla 
Adam Štech 
Lubomír Typlt 
Martin Gerboc 
Daniel Pitín 
Jiří Petrbok 
 
 
Ftp server for downloading image materials: 
ftp://www.galerierudolfinum.cz 
Log-in: gr-media 
Password: oud3vek2 
File: MotyliEfekt_ButterflyEffect 
 
Admission: 
Full 120 CZK 
Discounted 70 CZK 
 
Opening hours: 
Tuesday – Wednesday, Friday - Sunday: 10 am – 6 pm 
Thursday: 10 am – 8 pm 
 
Contact for media: 
Nikola Bukajová, bukajova@rudolfinum.org, T +420 227 059 205, M +420 725 365 792 
Klára Derzsiová, derzsiova@rudolfinum.org 
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